Editorial  by Smeeding, Jim
Editorial
I would like to welcome you to the first issue of
Value in Health, the Journal of the International
Society of Pharmacoeconomics and Outcomes Re-
search. This journal will develop a presence on an
international scale in identifying the best applica-
tions of pharmacoeconomics and outcomes re-
search. The ability to unite science into practice
will be embodied within this publication.
The International Society of Pharmacoeconom-
ics and Outcomes Research (ISPOR) is approach-
ing its third birthday. By the time this publication
is in hand, our third annual meeting will be under-
way. From my perspective, the past three years
have been a terrific phase of the organization, and
the journal will be another stepping off point.
Two years ago the society surveyed its members,
and the mandate for a high quality, affordable
publication was identified. The tangible evidence
of our dedication to the science and our members
is now in your hands.
It is fitting to highlight our third annual meet-
ing in this first journal issue. Our showcase and
most visible presence has been our annual meet-
ing. Over the past three years this meeting has
quickly developed into the premiere gathering of
all parties interested in the science and application
of pharmacoeconomics and outcomes research.
Our annual meeting quickly became the network-
ing opportunity that professionals seek, the dis-
semination point for scientific research and de-
bate. As evidenced by the abstracts within this
publication, ISPOR has grown, as have the num-
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ber and quality of contributed and invited presen-
tations. The journal now becomes an extension of
our society and acts as a new venue to continue
the display of talent and valued research that is
ongoing and developing in pharmacoeconomics
and outcomes research.
By the time the annual meeting closes on Satur-
day, May 30, 1998, we will have a new era under-
way. Our first editor-in-chief for Value in Health
will be in place. The editorial board will be
quickly developing and will identify the expertise
and dedication of our members in assuring that
Value in Health will be a strong reflection of our
core values. Our identity will grow with the jour-
nal, and Value in Health will be a reference for
those that practice in the science of pharmacoeco-
nomic analysis as well as those who apply the dis-
cipline to practice.
It is an honor to be the inaugural editor of
Value of Health, as it has been to be the president
of ISPOR during these critical growth phases. At
our second annual meeting, I predicted that our
own journal would be introduced at this third an-
nual meeting. Because of the dedication of the
ISPOR staff, board of directors, and many com-
mittee members, this is a reality today. Congratu-
lations to all of our members in allowing us to de-
velop and deliver Value in Health.
JIM SMEEDING, RPh, MBA
Inaugural Guest Editor and ISPOR President
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